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cese, there are other signs of hope for 

the future. Most notably, there is a very 

supportive administration in place at 

the Office of Catholic Schools for the 

Archdiocese of Chicago. The new su-

perintendent, Sr. Mary Paul 

McCaughey, did not waste any time 

after her assignment last year and was 

quick to work in visiting all of the 

schools under her care. These visits 

made it possible for her to field con-

cerns and gain first-hand knowledge of 

each and every school. Also, her office 

– along with the help of the Big Shoul-

ders Fund – created a $1 million emer-

gency scholarship last year to help par-

ents who had recently lost their jobs. A 

handful of our school families benefit-

ted from that unexpected gift during 

tough times. 

 

    Back in our corner of the Lord‘s 

vineyard, more families than ever have 

applied for financial aid this year. As 

we assess their individual situations, 

we continue to seek out benefactors to 

help with scholarship assistance. In 

case you haven‘t heard, we have begun 

a scholarship fund that friends and 

alumni of St. John Vianney School can 

take part in. That‘s right...you can be a 

part of necessary efforts to help make 

excellent Catholic school formation 
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elcome 

back to an-

other great school 

year! It is very excit-

ing to be back for 

my third year here at 

St. John Vianney! 

You might be won-

dering what‘s new this year? The big-

gest and – by far – most exciting news 

is that we are welcoming over 50 new 

faces into our school!  All the way 

from Pre-K through 8th Grade, it is ex-

citing to say that we have a few new 

students in each class.  This fact makes 

me so thankful for the ways in which 

God has blessed our community given 

the current situation in our country.  

 

    A number of Catholic schools in the 

Chicago-land area have been in the 

news over the past several months - 

unfortunately, it has not been good 

news. With the economy in recession, 

many schools in the archdiocese are 

finding it even more difficult to counter 

financial troubles as well as the trend 

of declining enrollment. As of last 

year, a number of elementary schools 

in the area have closed their doors. 

 

    I‘m sure that most of you remember 

a time when Catholic schools were 

filled beyond capacity and dedicated 

religious had their hands full with any-

where from 40-60 students. Yet it‘s 

worth mentioning that our enrollment 

accomplishment ought to be viewed 

within the context of the current times. 

In the 1960‘s, a Catholic school with 

200 children was pretty much in danger 

of closing. Today, that number is a 

vibrant sign pointing to a positive fu-

ture. The prominent enrollment trend 

for the 2007-08 school year was a de-

cline of about 5%. And the 2008-09 

figures are little better at negative 

4.5%. So in other words, our increase 

of around 18% is definitely something 

worth celebrating! 

 

    Despite any negative reports on the 

state of Catholic schools in the archdio-

On the cover: All 180 SJVS students gather with faculty and a group of parents at an all-school as-

sembly in celebration of reaching the ambitious enrollment goal for the 2009-10 academic year.  

180 might seem small by comparison with enrollment  

Above: A composite photo of the ñRoad to 180ò as proudly displayed in the main hall of the school. Every time a student registered for the fall,      their name along with the date of registration and grade they were entering into was written on a foot print and placed upon the road.  



Jennifer Haggerty 
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affordable to families in need. What a 

wonderful gift it would be to pass on 

our Faith to the next generation! 

 

    I am so excited to have all the stu-

dents back in the building.  They are 

full of energy and that energy is conta-

gious!  As always, all of our friends 

and alumni remain in my daily prayers. 

Thanks again for your support and 

prayers! 

 

 

Peace in Christ, 

 

 

Jennifer Haggerty, Principal 

Above Left: A second grader jumps rope in celebration of SJVS reaching its 2009-

10 enrollment goal. The entire class all took part in jumping rope 180 times while 

other grades did similar activities. 

Above Right: Mrs. Kent (1st Grade Teacher, Right) hands out milk and cookies to a 

student during the all-school assembly while Barb Mock (Center) and other school 

parents volunteer in helping with the celebration. 

For more information about our successful enrollment push, visit:  

www.sjvsonline.org/theroadto180.html 

All good things should be celebrated, so 

when we reached our enrollment goal for this 

school year, we threw a party! Each grade 

was served delicious cookies and milk after 

they and their classmates completed an activ-

ity 180 times.  

Above: A composite photo of the ñRoad to 180ò as proudly displayed in the main hall of the school. Every time a student registered for the fall,      their name along with the date of registration and grade they were entering into was written on a foot print and placed upon the road.  



Above: The SJVS Class of 2009 after graduation. Way to go! Weôre so proud of all 

of you. 

Above Right: Allison Gomez (ó10, Left) and Katelyn Parker (ó10) test out an air-

pressure experiment at the science fair. 

Right: Students from grades 2 through 8 worship  at a Chicago-wide Childrenôs 

Holy Hour led by Fr. Antoine Thomas, CSJ. The Eucharistic Holy Hour, filled 

with prayer and reflection, took place at St. Mary of the Angels Parish. SJVS 

students joined children from 3 other schools for the day of adoration on Oct. 2nd, 

the feast of  guardian angels.   

Below Right: Kindergarteners paint a dinosaur mural in the PreK-1st hallway.  

Below: Students take place in an all school assembly to commemorate 9-11. A 

procession around the school ended with the placing of American flags at the 

Mary statue on Lavergne Ave. After the memorial service, the entire school and 

2009-10 academic year was consecrated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
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Doéyouéhaveésomeégoodénewséthatéyouéwantétoéshare?éSendéuséyouréinformationéaboutéjobéchanges,épromotions,éawardséyouôveéreĵ

ceived, new additions to the family and everything else in-between! Write us a letter, give us a call or send an emailðand remember, 

photos are always welcome! Contact the Advancement Office by phone (708-562-1466 x119) or  email (advancement@sjvsonline.org). 

A Great New Tool for Spreading the Good News About SJVS 

Above: Members of the Knights of Columbus Cardinal Cody 

Council #8070 pose with their families around the new SJVS 

sign. The Knights graciously donated the funds for the signôs construction and installation. 

Above Right: School Board member and Knight of Columbus, Vern Lukowicz (Left), examines the 

new SJVS sign during its installation on the corner of Wolf Rd. and Doyle Ave.  

   In an effort to improve the ex-

ternal appearance of our school, a 

new sign was erected on the cor-

ner of Wolf Rd. and Doyle Dr. 

The project was spearheaded by 

Vern Luckowicz, a long-time ad-

vocate, school board member and 

Knight of Columbus. 

   Mr. Luckowicz‘s efforts and the 

financial support of the Knights of 

Columbus Cardinal Cody Council 

#8070 made the new sign possi-

ble. St. John Vianney Parish pas-

tor, Rev. Thomas Refermat, was 

on hand to bless the sign during 

its dedication ceremony on Sun-

day, Oct. 25, 2009. 

Above: Award recipients Mary (Hartney) Rebmann (ó65, Left) and Don Hoskinson (Middle) pose with Rev. Anthony Brankin of St. 

Odiloôs Parish at the Second Annual St. John Vianney Cure of Ars Gala. 

SJVS Alumna, Former School Parent Receive Special Awards 
   Food, fun and fellowship...these words pretty much sum up the night of the 

Second Annual St. John Vianney Cure of Ars Gala, a celebration of the greater 

parish community and an opportunity to support the school, church and its 

various ministries. Three awards are given out at the gala to a ―person of the 

year‖ in the categories of Alumnus/a, Parishioner and Priest (from the entire 

Archdiocese of Chicago). This year, Mary (Hartney) Rebmann (‗65) and Don 

Hoskinson both won the alumna and parishioner awards (respectively). Mary 

was recognized for her countless hours of volunteer efforts and involvement in 

the SJV Ladies‘ Guild. Don, who put all 7 of his children through SJVS and is 

still active in the parish, was recognized for his association with many parish 

groups throughout the years. Congratulations to them both! 
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igh school students receive honors 

for many different occasions: a 

football team that wins state, members of 

the speech and debate group who place 

first in their regional competition or the 

individual whose volunteer efforts make 

a difference in their community. What 

do you call a graduating student that 

embodies all areas of achievement? One 

of two titles: either the valedictorian or 

salutatorian. In the case of the latter, you 

can also call her Katie Heidorn. 

     Katie (SJVS ‘05) just graduated from 

Immaculate Conception (IC) High 

School in Elmhurst, IL with the honor of 

salutatorian for the 2009-2010 school 

year. This fall, she is beginning her col-

lege career at Loras College, but before 

leaving for campus, she met with the 

Vianney Vision to share her story about 

the time she spent both in high school 

and at SJVS. 

VV: Were any of your classmates with 

you the whole time you attended SJVS? 

KH: There were a few who came and 

stayed. But there were about five or 

eight who were with us the entire time. 

VV: What are some of your favorite 

memories from your time here? 

KH: There are a couple of the kids that 

went to IC [with me] - I‘ve known two 

of them since Kindergarten - and we 

would reminisce and we realized that we 

still remember some of the songs from 

the Thanksgiving Feast. The Christmas 

shows were always fun. And for the 

spring shows, I remember doing Mary 

Poppins and the Wizard of OZ, I was 

Dorothy, but that was the last big play 

we did. Then it moved to smaller variety 

shows. 

VV: Were you involved in sports here as 

a student? 

KH: Yes. I was in cheerleading, volley-

ball and basketball - which was my main 

thing. We won one of the trophies that‘s 

in the display case. 

VV: Did you keep up with any of those 

in high school? 

KH: Freshman year I did volleyball and I 

did basketball for all four years. 

VV: Can you speak about your faith 

formation here? Was there a good lead-

in to HS? 

KH: I remember all of the [sacramental 

preparation], especially with Mrs. 

O‘Callaghan. We also attended church 



 

Colleen OôCallaghan ó95 recently graduated with a Masters in Elementary Education and after getting engaged last 
December, is planning to be wed in June 2010. 

 

James Motyke ó61 just recently finished his first book, ―The View from a Hammock: Finding Fulfillment when  

Life. Unravels.‖ For more information, visit www.hopechildrensmission.org 
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―
every Friday and Stations of the Cross 

every Friday during Lent. In high school, 

we had monthly masses and reconcilia-

tion twice a year. I was a Eucharistic 

minister. And freshman and sophomore 

year we had a full semester of theology. 

Some of the subject matter was a review 

though. 

VV: Did [IC] require you to complete 

service hours? 

KH: We had to have 40 hours to gradu-

ate and I did Habitat for Humanity a 

couple of times. I also volunteered at 

Elmhurst Hospital since my sophomore 

year and got a scholarship from them for 

so many hours and good academics. I 

also did the Ambassadors program at IC. 

I probably had 80-some [hours] by my 

junior year, but I kept volunteering any-

way. 

VV: What about your academics? 

KH: Freshman year I had some regular 

classes. I had regular English my first 

semester then a teacher came up to me 

and said ―I know this is too easy and 

really boring for you.‖ So by the second 

semester I was put into honors English. 

They put me in World History my fresh 

year which is considered honors level 

[when taken as a freshman]. 

VV: Did that continue on throughout 

high school? 

KH: I also took AP English and AP His-

tory. I love English and History! What-

ever honors class I could take, I pretty 

much took. I like being challenged. 

VV: Are you going to study either of 

those subjects at Loras? 

KH: No, I‘m really wanting to go into 

Pre-Professional as a major and I might 

want to be a speech pathologist. I‘m not 

100% sure on what I want to do, so I‘m 

really open to everything. I like the help-

ing people aspect. 

VV: If you had any words of advice on 

high school to give to our recent gradu-

ates and junior high students, what 

would they be? 

KH: I‘d tell them don‘t slack and always 

be the one to raise your hand. And just 

be friendly to everyone. The grade 

school years will go by fast, just like the 

rest of your life, so try to do your best. 

Opposite Page: Katie Heidorn (R) and classmate Yanila 

Martinez (SJVS ó05) at their graduation from Immaculate 

Conception High School in Elmhurst, IL. The two met at 

SJVS in the 6th grade and have been best friends since.  

Right: Yanila and Katie at their 8th Grade Dinner Dance, 

four years earlier. 



TheTheThe   VVVIANNEYIANNEYIANNEY   VVVISIONISIONISION   NewsletterNewsletterNewsletter   

     There was a great turnout  at the Second Annual SJVS Alumni BBQ this past summer. Alumni came home from all 

over—some even traveled as far as 400 miles! It was an afternoon of strengthening friendships and sharing stories from 

the past while feasting on food from a good old-fashioned American cookout. A number of children we also present as 

alumni brought their families. The kids took part in hula hooping contests along with other impromptu games. Many 

alumni were glad to reconnect with former friends and are looking forward to upcoming events. 

     To stay in touch with what‘s happening at St. John Vianney, check out our website (www.sjvsonline.org) or find us 

on Facebook.com and LinkedIn.com.  

Left: Rob Silenzi (ó84), Pam (Dossett) Ellegood  (ô84), Ann Hoskin-

son-Clark (ó84) and Joe Ellegood. 

Above: Kathy & Jason (ó88) Townsend with Bonnie Townsend. 

Left: Alumni and their families make their 

way down the food table. 

Below: Volunteers make sure the food table is 

full so that visiting alumni are well fed. 
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When we speak to Jesus with simplicity and 

with all our heart, He does like a mother 

who holds her childôs head with her hand 

and covers it with kisses and caresses.  

 

- On adoring Jesus in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament 

     Pope Benedict XVI has declared a ―Year for Priests‖ beginning with the 

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus on June 19, 2009. The year will con-

clude in Rome with an international gathering of priests with the Holy Father 

on June 19, 2010. 

With the announcement of this Year for Priests, the Pope has declared St. John 

Vianney the Universal Patron of Priests on the occasion of the 150th anniver-

sary of the death of the Curé d‘Ars. We here at SJVS are excited for our patron 

and expect this year to be particularly blessed!  

     The priests of SJV are so important to our school. Not only for their in-

struction to our students, but also for their tremendous witness. Here are a few 

ways you can celebrate in this special feast in your own personal way through-

out the year: 

invite your parish priest out to dinner (they may really enjoy being a part 

of your family for a  night) 

send a priest a note of encouragement or thanks (maybe for a homily of 

theirs you enjoyed) 

volunteer at your parish (even if it‘s for something small) 

pray for priests and seminarians (to be faithful in their calling and to grow in relationship with Our Lord) 

try your best to not criticize a priest (they too are human, rather, thank God for their service) 

foster the priestly and religious vocations in your family (it may be as simple as inviting a youngster along on a visit with a 

priest or religious brother or sister) 

     One other great idea would be to make a mini-pilgrimage to your alma mater for mass or for a tour of the school. After 

all...Northlake, IL is a lot closer than Ars, France! We‘d love to have you drop by! 
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    The staff and students of SJVS are extremely grateful 

for all of those who participated in our initial develop-

ment efforts that began last year. These necessary funds 

will be used for specific projects this year at the joint dis-

cretion of Fr. Thomas Refermat, Pastor of St. John Vian-

ney Parish, and Miss Jennifer Haggerty, the school‘s prin-

cipal.  

 

    Even with such gracious support, the strength of Catho-

lic education wavers as deficits can be found in almost 

any school budget and the need for financial aid grows 

more and more each year. For example, we currently have 

86 school families that are in need of at least some finan-

cial assistance despite our enrollment successes. These 

are parents that want the best possible formation for their 

children and they are convinced that we can provide it.  

However, there is only so much that we can do on our 

own.  

 

    You can expect to receive regular mailings from SJVS 

including annual appeal letters describing the current 

need at our school along with ways that you can help 

make a difference. As you prayerfully consider whether 

or not you can invest in the future of our children, please 

know that no donation is too small or too infrequent.  

 

    Our pledge to you is to make sure that your investment 

will make a significant impact. This is why we are com-

mitted to properly stewarding the gifts we receive and we 

fully intend to put them to use in a way that will benefit 

the school, its students and its staff in the best ways possi-

ble. (For more information on our dedication to excel-

lence in fund development, please visit our website to 

review the Donor Bill of Rights and Code of Ethics for 

Fundraisers—found on our ―Invest in SJVS‖ page.) 

 

    Thank you in advance for your openness to making a 

contribution to our efforts of bringing our students closer 

to Christ! 

St. John Vianney School is a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. All gifts are 
therefore tax-deductible and will be acknowledged as such.  

 

Itòsçfast,çitòsçeasy,çitòsçsafeçandçsecure.çTheçimpactçofçyourçgiftçtoçSJVSçisçmaximizedçwhençmadeçonlineçthroughç
PayPal. Here are just a few of the benefits of donating online: 

Itòsçconvenientçforçyou,çnoçneedçtoçuseçaçstampçorçstopçbyçtheçschool 

You save our staff valuable processing time  

You receive an instant confirmation email and tax receipt 
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Thank you to the many generous benefactors who made it possible for us to bring our students 
closer to Christ this past year (July 1, 2008—June 30, 2009). Your generosity positively affected 

our ability to grow and advance our mission. As we move forward in our new school year, we 

look forward to a continued relationship where you can help us impact future classes of young 

SJVS students. 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information. If your name has been 

misspelled or if you have been omitted from this list, please accept our sincere apologies and 
contact the Advancement Office at your earliest convenience. 
 

* indicates gifts made to the St. Joseph Scholarship Fund 

Anonymous  
The Fred & Jean Allegretti 

Foundation* 

Mr. & Mrs. David Borges 

Mr. John J. Boske 
Father Dwight Campbell 

Mr. & Mrs. Cefali 

Ms. Nicole M. Cruz 
Mr. Tony L. Cruz 

Mr. Dennis Doyle 

Mrs. Dorothy Durso* 
Mrs. Arcelita Eguia 

The Jordan Family Sports      
Foundation 

District 87 Elementary 

School 

Ms. Jennifer Haggerty* 
Mr. Joseph P. Hercik 

Knights of Columbus, 

Cardinal Cody Council 8070 

Mr. Robert Laser 
Mr. Joseph J. Marksteiner 

Mr. & Mrs. Pat Martorelli 

Mr. Timothy J. McManus 
Ms. Kimberly A. Oddo 

Mr. Al Parker 

Mrs. Beverly A. Reese 
Father Benjamin Reese* 

The Respect Life Office, 

 

As you consider your year-end tax planning, we hope you will consider making good use of the 
income tax charitable deduction. Your 2009 year-end gift can significantly reduce your income 

taxes, while providing meaningful support for SJVS. No matter what your income, if you itemize, 

you can almost always lower your income taxes through charitable giving. The amount of the in-

come tax savings will depend on your tax bracket. For example: If you are in a 33% income tax 
bracket in 2009, and you itemize your deductions, a $1,000 gift to us by December 31 will save 

you $330 in 2009 taxes. 

You can consider making more charitable gifts in those years when you have the most income – 

and are in the top federal income tax brackets. If such is the case for 2008, you may wish to con-

sider accelerating future charitable gifts into this year.  

Giving is, of course, much more than tax brackets and charitable deductions. Your charitable gifts 

make an important difference in what we are able to accomplish. Please consider discussing your 

year-end tax planning with your accountant or other professional advisor. Thank you for your in-

terest and support 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
Mrs. Judith Rupp 

Mr. Angelo Saviano 

Mr. Peter Shepherd 

Mrs. Lorraine Stolzenbach 
Mr. Robert Zaleske 

Mr. Pete Ziegler 



27 N. Lavergne Ave. 

Northlake, IL 60164  

(708) 562-1466 
www.sjvsonline.org 

 

 

 

 

 

The SJVS Athletics Association has two big events coming up in the Spring that all alumni and 

friends of the school are invited to: a Super Bowl Party fundraiser and the 2nd Annual Athletics 

Awards Ceremony. 

To purchase tickets for the Super Bowl Party or to RSVP for the Awards Ceremony, please contact 

coach Jeff Reith by email (coach-32@hotmail.com) or phone (708-828-2150). 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS ! 

Are you receiving multiple copies of this newsletter? Will you be changing your address soon? Are you getting married? Please help us 

keep our records up to date by contacting the Advancement Office (708-562-1466 x119 or advancement@sjvsonline.org). 


